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Preface to the Reader. 


HE Author of this finall tract, is a Yorkſhire Far- 

mer, who ſome time ago retired from bufineſs ; but 
judging it the duty of every man to ſerve his generation in 
fome way or other, thought he could not ds it better than 
by offering the following Obſervations {made during bis 
excurfions to different parts of the kingdom ) to the poorer 


Fis oh Mer of ſociety, for whoſe uſe and advantage they are 


more eſpecially intended: the melancholy effefts he bat wit- 
neſſed in the morals and æconomy of theſe laſt, but parti- 


cularly in the education of their children, rank among jt 


the leading matives of his preſent ſtep; and though a plain 
and unlettered man, he truſts, that when it is conſidered, 
' that the fabric of facial order and good government, can 
only land in the baſis of religion and morality, and that 
it is principally in defence of theſe he has ventured to uſe 
his pen; the critic and ſcholar will make every poſſible 
allowance for the imperfettions with which this Eſſay 


abounds, One word more :—the authorities he uſes are 
chiefly from the Sacred Volume ; and he therefore hopes they 
will meet with that ſerious conſideration, which every can- 
did and reaſenable mind muſt allow they deſerve, . 
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A FEW gs 
REMARKS S8 
ON PARTICULAR PASSAGES | | » 


OLD and NEW TESTAMENT. 


OF THE 


Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, 
Acts xxvi. 28. 


N this chapter we have the apoſtle Paul's apology 
and defenſitive plea which he makes for himſelf 
azainſt thoſe blind Jews, who did fo maliciouſly perſe- 
cute him before Agrippa, Feſtus, Bernice, and the coun- 
cil; in which plea he doth chiefly infift upon thoſe 
things : the manner of his life before converſion the 
manner of his converſion and the manner of his life 
after converſion: How he lived before converſion, 
he tells us from verſ. 4 to 18. How God wrought on 
him to converſion, he tells us from verſe 13 to 18. 
How he lived after converſion, he tells us verſe 19 to 
23. Before converſion, he was very phariſaical. The 
manner of his converſion was very wonderful. The 
fruits of his converſion were very remarkable. Before 
converſion, he perſecuted the goſpel which others 
preached: After - converſion, he preached the goſpel 
which he himſelf had perſecuted. While he was a 
perſecutor of the goſpel, the Jews loved him: But when 
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by the grace of Ge God, he was 8 a RO of the [ 
goſpel, the Jews hated and ſought to kill him. He | 
was once agaipſt Chriſt, and then many were for 
him; but when he was for Chriſt, all were againſt him: 
He preached no treaſon, he ſowed no ſedition ; only 
he preached repentance and faith in Chriſt, nad the 
reſutrection, and for this he was called in queſtion. 


Feſtus ſeems to cenſure him, verſe 24, ſaying, Much 
harning doth make thee mad ! Agrippa ſeems to be con- 
vinced by- him, verſe 28, The wwhole bench ſeems to ac- 
quit him Verſe 30 and 31, Agrippa ſeems fo affected 
with his plea, that he ſaid, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to 
be 4 Cbriſtian! I hope I need not tell you what a 
Thriftian is: for as one that embraces the doctrine of 
Arminius, is called an Arminia ; and as one that owns 
the doctrine of Luther, is called a Lutherian ; and as 
he that worſhips Mahomet, is called a Mahometan ; 
ſo he that embraces and owns, and follows the doctrine 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and profeſſes Chriſt came in the fleſh, | 
is called a Chriſtian. The diſciples were firſt called 
Chriſtians at Antioch ; Acts, chap. xi. verſe 26. The | 
Heathens and Jews will not own Chriſt ; and the Ma- 
hometan prefers Mahomet above Chriſt, and makes 

the name to be a name of reproach among them ; and | 
ſo uſually abuſe the word Chriſtian, to ſignify a fool, | 
But the apoftle ſaith, the preaching of Chriſt, is to the | 
world fooliſhneſs. Then it is no wonder that the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt are the world's fools! Yet, it is true, 
(in a ſound ſenſe) that ſo they are, for the whole of 


.. is a myſtery. A man muſt die that would 
live; 
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live; and he muſt have nothing, that would have all 
things; the dead works muſt riſe, or elſe Ms is 
in vain. 979 

If any man among you ſeem to be wiſe, let him become 
a fool to the world, that he may be wiſe in Chriſt. To 
make a man a true Chriſtian, there muſt be light i in the 
head, and heat in the heart; ſorrow when we doamils, and 
rejoicing when we do the thing that is juſt and right. 
Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; Matt. chap. vii. 
verſe21. Thatis, not every one that makes a profeſſion 
of Chriſt, ſhall be ordained for a true diſciple of Chriſt, 
To profeſs Chriſt, is to own him when all deny him'; 
to confeſs Chriſt, is to plead for him; and ſuffer for 
him when others oppoſe him. Hypocrites may be 
profeſſors, but the martyrs are the true confeſſors. 
What a goodly profeſſion had Judas; he followed Chriſt, 
left all for Chriſt, he preached the goſpel of Chriſt; he 
ate and drank at the table of Chriſt, he caſt out devils 
in the name of Chriſt, —and was then himſelf caſt out. 


The young man in the goſpel, Matt, chap. xix. 
verſe 16, who came to Chriſt to learn of him the way to 
heaven, ſaid, Good Maſter, what good thing ſhall I do, 
that I may have eternal life? Our Lord tells him, if 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
He anſwers, Lord, all theſe have I kept from my 
youth up, what lack I yet ? He was not like the morn- 
ing dew, that paſſes away, as Ephraim, Hoſea, chap. 
vi. verſe 4- But hc had obeyed all the commands, and 
"BS wanted 
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Fünted to be further inſtructed. Jeſus ſaid to him, if 
thou will be perfect, go, and fell what thou haſt, and 
give to the poor; and thou ſhall have treaſure in heaven; 
and come and follow me, and take up thy croſs: And 
he went away ſorrowful, for he had great poſſeſſions ; 
which Se to hinder him from becoming a diſciple. 


The parable of the Virgins, Matt. chap. xxi. verſe 1. 
See what a progreſs they make, and how far they go in 
a profeſſion of Chriſt. Virgin, is a name given in the 
Old and New Teſtament to the ſaints of Chriſt. The 
one hundred and forty and four thouſand that ſtood with 
the Lamb, on Mount Sion, are called Virgins, becauſe 
they ate not defiled with corruptions, that are in the 
world through luſt, Rev, chap. xiv. verſe 4. Theſe 
ſeem to be of that ſort, for they are called Virgins; they 
take theirlamps : that is, they made a profeſſion of that 
they joined themſelves to; thoſe-who had joined them- 
ſelves to the Lord; to the wiſe" Virgins. They went 
forth to meet the Biidegrooms ; this ſpeaks out, their 

owning and ſeeking after Chriſt, They faid, give us 

of your oil; that ſeems a deſire of grace. But not true, 
becauſe, untimely, unſound, and as being unſeaſonable, it 
was tao late; their folly was in not taking oil when they 
took their lamps; ; they ſhould have ſought for their oil 
of grace, when they took up their profeſſion: It was too 
late to ſeek it at the coming of the Bridegroom : ſo they 
were ſhut out; and though they cried for entrance, Lord, 
Lord, open unto us; yet the Lord tells them, I know 
you not, Watch, for they, like the Sodomites, peri 
with their hands upon the very threſhold of glory. 
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hope all that are profeſſors of the goſpel of Chriſt, 


will ſtand and tremble. For if ſuch as thoſe fall ſhort 
of heaven, and be but alma Chriſtians ; what are we? 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for many, I ſay unto 
you, will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. A man 
may tremble, and yet be but almoſt a chriſtian. The. 
word of God can make the ſtouteſt ſinner in the world 
ſhake and tremble; for Belſhazzer trembled, at the 
hand-writing on the wall ; Felix trembled, when Paul 
preached of righteouſneſs and judgment; and the 
| devils believe, and tremble, yet are but devils ſtill : 
| but on the broken and contrite ſpirit that trembles for ſin, 
and poverty of ſpirit, and is low in his own eyes, out 
God will look. A man may hate ſome fin, and yet be 
but almoſt a chriſtian, Abſalom hated a man's unclean«- 
neſs with his ſiſter Tamer, and ſlew him for it; yet 
Abſalom was a wicked man. A man of pride and 
prodigality may hate covetouſneſs, and not from a prin- 
ciple of grace, but from the contrariety of luſt, A man 
| may make great vows and promiſes, and reſolve againſt 
his fins, and yet be but almoſt a chriſtian. Saul ſaid, 
return my ſon David, I will no more do thee harm; 
and Pharoah ſaid, I will let the people go, that they 
may do facrifice to the Lord : and yet Saul and Pharoah 
both periſhed in their fins, as appears, Troubles and 
affliction may provoke us to Jarge promiſes againſt 
fin, for the future, and amendment of life ; but we 
ſhould be careful to perform in proſperity, and health, 
what we promiſe in adverſity, or when fick. A man 


may haye ſtrife, zzainſt in! in himſelf, as the luſt of 
the 
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i nech againſt the ſpirit, (of Chriſt.) Balaam faid, 
haw ſhall I curſe, when God hath not curſed ; or how 
ſhall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied. And 
Pilate faid to the Jews, ſhall I crucify your King: 
what evil bath he done? I am innocent of the blood 
of that juſt man. The Scribes and Phariſees are faid 
to have reſiſted the ſpirit ; a man may delight to hear 
the word of God, and yet be but almoſt a chriſtian. 
It is faid of the ſtony ground, it received the word 
with joy, Matt. chap. xiii. verſe 20. So faith God of 
them in Ezek. chap. xxxiii. verſe 32. They delight to 
hear my words, but they do them not. A man may 
delight in the word, more becauſe of the eloquence of 
the preacher than the truth delivered. David fays, he 
is a bleſſed man that delights in the law of the Lord; 
and in that law, doth meditate, both day and night. 
He that delights in the word, becauſe of its ſpirituality, 
which flows from grace, and the mind renewed and 
enlightened, and the affections made heavenly—then a 
man is a Chriſtian; but in the church on carth, the 
wheat, and the chaff, lie in the ſame heap together. 
Cain had communion with Abel, Iſhmael dwelt in the 
fame houſe with Iſaac, Judas was in fellowſhip with 
the apoſtles, and ſo was Demas with the reſt of the 
diſciples. The draw net of the goſpel catches bad fiſh 
as well as good ; and tares and the wheat grow to- 
gether; and it will be fo till the harveſt. 


In the church of the firſt-born, that is, in heaven, 
there is no hypocriſy ; but the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect. The chaff is ſeparated to unquenchable 
fire. A 
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A man may be very zealous in form of religion, 
and be but almoſt a chriſtian. There is a ſuperſtitious 
zeal uſually found in men unconverted. Paul was ex- 
ceeding zealous of the tradition of his fathers. Chap. i. 
chap. xiv. &. But when Paul was convinced, his 
zeal was actuated by other principles. The Scribes and 
Phariſees had an outward zeal, they would not eat with 
unwaſhen hands, yet would live in unſeen fins. Jehu 
was a mighty outſide reformer, 2. K. chap. x. v. 16. 
There is a blind zeal; but not according to knowledge, 
Rev. chap. x. verſe 2. They ſhall put you out of the 
ſynagogues ; yea the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth 
you, will think that he doeth God ſervice, I. chap. xvi. 
verſe 2. - The Phariſees were diligent tithers of mint, 
anniſe, and commin ; but neglected the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith. 


It is good to be zealouſly affected in good things, 
G. chap. iv. verſe 11. That zeal is a celeſtial fice, the 
true temper and heat of all the affections to God, and 
Chriſt ; it is a zeal wrought and kindled in the ſoul, by 
the ſpirit of God, who firſt works it, and then ſets it on 
work. It is a zeal that hath the ſcriptures, and word of 
God, for its guide: directing it in working both in re- 
gard of its object and end. It is a zeal that checks fin, 
and forwards the heavenly life, and the concernment of 
God's glory ; but God hath no glory from that zeal 
that hath no ſcripture warrant. The zeal of thy houſe 
hath eaten me up, J. chap. ii. verſe 17. A man may 
pray much, and be but almoſt a chriſtian. Chriſt ſaid, 
this people draw nigh unto me with their mouths, and 

honor 
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honor me with their lips; but their hearts are far from me, 
M. chap. xv. verſe g. Alſo ye devour widows houſes, 
and for a pretence make long prayers; therefore they 
ſhall receive the greater damnation, M. chap. xxii. 
verſe 14. Chriſt went and fell on his face, and prayed, 
faying, O my father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs 
from me. Thoſe prayers that are from the working 
and fighing of God's ſpirit in us, from a ſenſe of our own 
emptineſs, and God's infinite fullneſs, with a fincere 
heart lifted up to God, are acceptable. A man may have 
the ſpirit of God for a time, and be but almoſt a Chriſ- 
tian. Judas had the ſpirit: behold a company of prophets 
met Saul, and the ſpirit of God came upon him, and 
he propheſied among them, 1. Sam. chap, x. verſe 10. 
The hypocrite may have the ſpirit for a ſeaſon, but not 
to abide in him; by conviction, but not by converſion. 
If a man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, 
R. chap. viii. verſe 9. That is, the ſpirit of adoption, 


by the law convincing the conſcience of fin and death, 
and of the curſe of the law ; and working in the foul 


thought of God a terror; yet many receive the ſpirit 
of bondages, that do not receive the ſpirit of adoption. 
Simon Magus had common faith, yet was in the gall of 


Peter had faving faith; that is, the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen. There is 
an internal and external worſhip of God. The internal 
acts of worſhip of God, are to love God, and to fear 

God, 


the ſpirit of bondage, is an operation of the Holy Ghoſt, - 


ſuch an apprehenſion of the wrath of God as makes the - 


bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity. But Simon 
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God, to delight in God, to truſt in Gad; and the ex- 


ternal acts of worſhipping, are by praying, teaching, 
and hearing. which make almoſt a Chriſtian ;. but the 
internal make altogether a Chriſtian. 80 every man 


that would be ſaved eternally, muſt enter in at the 


ſtrait gate. It is not trait in Chriſt's part, which is 
good to be obſerved ; but ſtrait to our luſts and corrup- 
tions, even to fleſh and blood. Converting grace is 
free; the gate of mercy ſtands open, all the day long. 
| If any man will, let him take the water of life freely, 
without money or price. Grace is not an herb that 


grows in nature's garden ; for the heart of man is 
deceitful, and deſperately wicked. 


In the days of Shamger, the ſon of Amak, the bigh- 
ways were unoccupied, the travellers walked through 
crooked ways ; the unclean, and the lion, and the 
ravenous beaſt, are in the crooked way, where many 


walk; but the redeemed of the Lord walk in the ways 


of the Lord. In the old covenant adminiſtration, God 
wrote his laws upon tables of ſtone ; but in the new 
adminiſtration and covenant of the goſpel, God wrote 
them in the fleſhly tables of the heart, that there might 
be a law within, anſwerable to the law without. Every 
believer hath a light within him, not guiding him to 


deſpiſe and flight, but to prize and walk by the light - 


without. The word commands him to walk in the 
light, and the light directs him to walk according to 


the word. Obedience and conformity to God become 


the choice and delight of the foul, for holineſs is the 


mature of the new Creator: the whole heart is renewed, 
y 2nd will keep clofe to God in his ways; but he. that 
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prevaricates, that is, an hypocrite, will fall therein. 
When Chriſt found the fig-tree that had leaves, and 
not fruit, he pronounced the curſe of barrenneſs upon 
it Never fruit grow on thee more] Matt. chap. xxi. 
verſe 19. You that grow weak in a profeſſion, and 
ſo fall away, begin in the fpirit, and make a fad 
end in the fleſt. Some are hearers of the word, but 
not doers of it, and fo deceive their own ſouls ; ſome 
neither hear nor do—thofe are profane finners ; fome 
both hear the word, and do it—thofe are true believers 
of Chrift. There is no calling fo gainful as religion, 
and the merchant that trades in this wiſdom, and un- 
derſtanding, will prove the richeſt man. It is the moſt 
profitable employment we can take up ; godlineſs is 
profitable unto all things, having a promiſe of this life, 
and of that which is to come, Tim. chap. iv. verſe 8. 
Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to 
depart from evil is underſtanding, Fob, chap. xxviii. 
verſe 28. There is one thing needful, that is, the grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt in the heart; have this and have all; 
want this and want all. The things of this world are 
uſeful in their places, and we ought to praiſe God for 
them, who ſends them for our good, the ſupport of our 
families, and the help of our poor neighbours : which 
are good to be obſcrved, though not to ſet our hearts on. 
The luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life, are all that are in the world, 1 I. chap. ii. 
vers 19. Indeed, pleaſures, honor, and profit, are 
much in faſhion ; yet worldly comforts are fading, and 
the triumphing of the wicked is but ſhort. Solomon 


compares it to the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
; Eccle. 
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Eccle. chap. vii. verſe 6. which is but a blaze, and ſoon 
goes out. But godlineſs is durable, an abiding comfort, 
and a glaſs where a man may ſee what he is. Your 
hearts ſhall rejoice, and your joy no man ſhall take 
from you, John, chap. xvi. verſe 22. Good men are 
got all ſpirit, and no fleſh ; all grace, and no fin: There 
is light and darkneſs in the ſame mind, the fleſh luſting 
againſt the ſpirit, G. chap. v. verſe 17. I find, then, a 
law, that when I would do good, evil is preſent with me, 
Rom. chap. vii. verſe 21. neglecting the thing I love, 
and doing the thing I hate. I ſee a law in my mem- 
bers, warring againſt the law of my mind, bringing me 
captive to the law of fin, Rom. chap. vii. verſe 23. 
Hard cenſure and backbiting, is a reigning fin amongſt 
moſt people, even devout and ſerious men, which 
is contrary to charity; we ſhould always incline to think 
the beſt of others, and the worſt of ourſelves ; and to 
lean as far as we can to the weak fide, and ſpeak the beſt 
ve can of them behind their backs, and the worſt to 
their faces. We ſhould not abuſe God's patience, who 
gives us time to repent ; but reſign ourſelves freely to 
God's ſervice, before death ſnatch us away by force ; 
and raiſe our ſouls above the world, by making ſpiritual 
objects familiar to them, and to die daily to thoſe things 
the world moſt eſteems nourithment to the ſoul : with- 
out ſuch, we can no more mamtain our ſpiritual life, 
than we can our temporal without cating and drinking. 
Sacrament is a knot to tie, or an outward fign of the 
inward and ſpiritual grace; the Lord's Supper is a daily 
nouriſhment from the Lord, by a heart -breaking power, 
C 2 N ut 


and glory, holineſs, and godlineſs; likewiſe mediates 


CF 

it revives our ſpirits, and ſtrengthens them as natural 
bread doth the body: This inward ſtrength is that 
bread to the foul that our Lord ſpake of in St. 
John, chap. vi. verſe 50. This is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof 
and not die. Verſe 63, ſays, The words that I ſpeak 
wto you, they ate ſpirit and they are life. Verſe 43, 
Jeſus faid, the bread of God is he which cometh down 
from hraven and giveth life to the world. Verſe 34, 


Then ſaid they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this 


bread, The kingdom of God doth not conſiſt in meat 
and drink, and ſuch like external things ; but in righte- 
6uſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which 


ate eternal precepts. Verſe 48, Jeſus faid, I am that 


bread of life : all good men defire to taſte of this hea_ 
venly refreſhing bread. Chriſt died for all, his blood 
waſhed for all, he taſted death for all, and gives a mea- 
ſure of his grace to all. 


What is that Jordan, that John baptized in? Jor is 
+ river, and Dan is judgement. He dipped them in the 
river of judgement ; but now John i deceaſed and 
Chriſt is increaſed, and baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with fire, and burns up the chaff with unquench- 
able fire ; who comes with his fan, and purges his floor, 


and gathers bis wheat unto his garner : That wheat is 


the ſeed of God, which myſt lie with the chaff, until 
cleanſed by Chriſt ; he miniſters grace, and truth, and 
faith, and the heavenly riches of light, and power, and 
ſtrength, and brings us to the waters and ſprings of life, 


and 


10 


and makes interceſſion for us to God, that we may paſs 
to God through him who is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. 
He alſo trains up and diſciplines his ſoldiers to keep their 
ranks in righteouſneſs, with the heavenly armour, the 
breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, the ſhield of faith, and 
the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of God. 
There is none other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we muſt be ſaved. He faid in St. 
John, chap. v. verſe 39, Search the ſcriptures, for 
in them you have eternal life, and they are they 
that teſtify of 'me ; and ye will not come to me that 
ye may have life. The marks of a true Chriſtian, are, 
to love one another, and to add to our faith, virtue ; to 
our virtue, knowledge, which knowledge is, to know 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, which is 
life eternal; and to our knowledge, to add tem- 
perance ; and to our temperance, add patience, for that 
runs the race, and obtains the crown of life; and 
to patience add godlineſs ; in that, brotherly kindneſs is 
known. Buy the truth, and fell it not: Try the ſpirits 
| Whether they be of God or not. Let every man be 
fully perſuaded in his own mind, God is a ſpirit, and 
they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpicĩt : 
conſcience, is what we call the grace of Gad; and if 
we do nothing againſt our conſcience, we are lead by the 
| ſpirit of God. Let God have our firſt awaking thoughts 
reverently in the morning, and laſt at night; as God is 
every where preſent, we ſhould ſtudy to be every where 
holy, as becomes a Chriftian. We ſhould not fit down 
to our food, as a beaſt does to his fodder, but praiſe the 
giver of all good things. A tree is known by its fruit ; 
do men gather grapes on thorns, or figs on thiſtles ? 
| He | 
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He that ſays, keep holy the ſabbath-day, ſays alſo, fix 
days ſhalt thou labour : We ought to labour, either in 
body or mind. If a good man be careful to keep a 
thief. out of his houſe, ſurely he will be as careful to 
keep Satan from robbing him of his precious ſoul ; but 
there is not much buſtle in the way of the life to come. 
Sins againſt ourſelves are, Pride; it is too high a conceit 
of ourſelves, and contempt of others. Vain-glory, is 
aſſuming too much, in ſetting off our own praiſe, and 
the defire to be praiſed by others. Ambition, is a reſt- 
leſs purſuit of honours and places; when ambition 
leads the van, the whole body of vice follows ; pride 
is the parent of iniquity, the inventor of vice, the ſeed 
of rebellion, the riſe of faction; pride loſt mankind, 
theſe, Paradiſe ; the world, its firſt and innocent peace, 
end made a devil of an angel: Pride, joined with many 
virtues, choaks them all. It is a ſhame for a Chriſtian 
to be proud. Haughtineſs is a ſcornful carriage, cr 
commanding others. Worldlineſs is an over-eager care 
of worldly things; as gluttony, voluptuouſneſs, revel- 
ling, adultery, fornication, fenſuality, or a care to gra- 
tify our bodily ſenſes, and fleſhly luſts, and appetites 
alſo drunkenneſs, and covetouſneſs, which much reſem- 
ble. For the more a man drinks, the more he thirſts ; 
and the more a man hath, the more he coveteth ; 
yet they deſpiſe each other very much. The drunkard 
fays, if I had what he hath, I would live like a man : 
And the miſer fays, it is well, that I do not ſpend my 
money like this ſottiſh fool: but obſerve; 


That the miſer's a fool, and ſo is he 
That fpends his wealth in prodigality. 


Sins 
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Sins againſt God, are, atheiſm, denying providence, 
blaſphemy, ſuperſtition, doing things we know will 
offend him ; fins againſt our brethren, are, injuſtice, 
murder, falſe witnefs, ſlander, oppreſſion, unfaithfulneſs, 
or breach of promiſe, circumvention, or going beyond 
our brethren, uncharitablenefs, &. To delight in 
miſchief, deſpiſing them that are good, giving ſcandal 
to weak brethren, &c. laying in their way an occafion 
of fin, ſuffering falfe ſtains to ſtick upon them, when 
it is in our power to vindicate them, back-biting them, 
railing, upbraiding them with our kindnefs, mocking 
them for their infirmities, affronting them, putting the 
worſt ſenſe on what is ſaid or doneby others ; ſpeaking 
evil of dignities, making diviſion and faction, contention, 
herefy, i. e. obſtinacy, ſchifm, facrilege, and tumults. 
If we defire to enjoy our religious and civil rights, and 
to call what we have, our own, and to fet every man 
under his own vine, and under his own fig-tree, and 
that none ſhall make us afraid, we muſt pray for faith- 
ful and good ſubjects, and a quiet world; and add our 
honeſt endeavours to promote the great ends we pray for. 
For righteouſneſs will exalt a nation, but fin will be 
the reproach and ruin of a people. It we rock our 
conſciences aſleep in a cradle of duties, or a form of 
religion, it will be a great hazard whether or not that 
we awake till death or judgment. Reaſon tells us, that 
all travellers do travel in winter as well as ſummer, 
in cold as well as heat, in ſtorms as well as calms; 
we travel at home as well as abroad; and this life 
is but a travel, and we ſhould have our eye on our 

journey's 
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and humble ſpirit, always defiring God to aſſiſt us, and 
not to rely on our own ſtrength, but truſting in Jeſus 
Chriſt, believing that he is come the ſecond time into 


Holy Ghoſt, which is a greater bleſſing than if he had 
lived amongſt us in his own perſon, for he could have 
been but at one place at once among us, but his ſpirit 
is every where at the fame time. Be careful of turning 
to evil, but perſevere in that which is good, for it is 
that which makes a death -· bed ſoft and ſweet, and gives 
a. power to hold out a profeſſion under ſufferings ; ſome 
will ſeem religious and go briſkly on with it, when reli- 
gion is in flouriſhing times ; and many people cry 
| hallclujah, as they go along; but turn when perſecu- 
tion comes—they can travel in calms, but not in 
ſtorms, as the true travellers, cither ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral, do; true religion was ſcarcely ever at a lower ebb, 


do with religion, nor without religion ; we cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon. The other world ought to have 
our minds, though this world have our bodies. Iſaiah, 
chap. xxvi. verſe 9g, When the judgments of God are in 
the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteouſneſs. A man will not refuſe a bitter medicine 
for his health: trouble, and afflictions, ſeem medicine 
for the ſoul ; thoſe that are ſick, know the bleſſings of 
health, and thoſe that are in war, know the bleſſings of 
a peace, Proverbs, chap. xx. verſe 27, fays, The ſpirit 
of a man is a candle of the Lord. A candle is of no'uſe 


journey's end ; to ſerve the Lord with a clean heart 


than at preſent, in my opinion; for ſinful men cannot 


the world, to work in our hearts by the power of the | 


ul! 
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till lighted by fire, as it was the intention of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to preſerve our bodies from the deſilements of 
luſt; ſo it was to raiſe and exalt the moral perfection of 
our minds, and to reduce our inclinations and affeQtions 
all under ſubjection to our religion and our reaſon, ſo 
that in our lives we might bring forth the fruits of the 
ſpirit—love, joy, peace, goodneſs, and meekneſs, The 
leſs religion there is in the world, the worſe all affairs 
will go in it: Piety, and virtue, and temperance,” ad- 
vance the ſtrength, and eftabliſh the reputation and 
intereſt of nations; but by vice, and luxury, they 
tumble down, and become an eaſy conqueſt to their 
neighbours. But what is moſt remarkable, and de- 
ſerving the moſt ſerious conſideration, is, that nothing 


makes death appear ſo terrible as the want: of religion, 


nor fills men ſo much with fear about the future ſtate, 
as their having made no proviſion for death, all the 
time of their life. If a man could purchaſe to himſelf 
the empire of Auguſtus, or the riches of Czfar, the 
pleaſures of Solomon, the policy of Aitchifel, the gay 
apparel of Dives, and loſe his own foul, what would it 
profit him? ſeeing every man enters into this life in 
tears, paſſeth it with trouble, and often ends it with 
ſorrow ; the fleſh warring againft the ſpirit, and the 
paſſions againſt reaſon. Job ſeemed nearer heaven, in his 
trouble and adverſity, than he was, in his profperity 
and riches. I think we ſhould open our hearts with 
hamility, that the King of Glory might come in. A 
man of taſte dwells on ſuch thoughts, as raiſes his ad- 
miration for God's goodneſs, and makes a paradiſe of 
l the 
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the earth, and the good things we enjoy in this life. 
Earthly matters miniſter heavenly meditations to a 
heavenly mind. A good man will fall out of earthly 


talk into heavenly. We are commanded to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate; it is not ſtrait on Chriſt's part, which is 

good to be obſerved ; but ſtrait to our luſts and corrup- 
tions, even to fleſh and blood. In the narrow way, 
there is room for body and foul ; but not room for 
body and ſoul and a ſinful courſe of life. A good 
man may look backwards with pleaſure, and forwards, 
even to Abraham's boſom. Salvation is promiſed on 
the terms of faith, obedience, and repentance ; faith to 
believe, and obedience to perform ; and repentance is a 
change of the heart, from an evil to a good diſpoſition 
of the mind : when that change is made, repentance is 
complete by the life being amended : The mind cannot 
long ſuſtain great afflictions, without the body being 
diſordered thereby. Gal. chap. v. verſe 19, The 
works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe, adul- 
tery, fornication, idolatry, witchcraft, ſtrife, hereſies, 
envying, murders, drunkenneſs, revelling, and ſuch like, 
which, it is ſaid, ſhall not enter; but the fruits of the 
ſpirit -are love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and temperance ; againſt ſuch 
there is no law. It is a great diſgrace to a Chriſtian to 
eat or drink more at a time than nature requires; for 
we cannot force a brute beaſt to eat or drink more than 
nature requires. Likewiſe, drinking to an exceſs, caſts 
the paſſions and luſts of the fleſh on a fire, and diſ- 
qualifies our ſpirits for the world's buſineſs, and the 


ſervice 


1 


ſervice of God, and does not anſwer the end of our 
creation, which was, to live ſoberly and righteouſly. 
Some fins cool by reaſon of old age; but drunkenneſs 
demands frequent recruits, to keep up the ſpirits in old 
age; and perhaps ſome may drink wine to lull con- 
ſcience aſleep; but it is good to take care that we do 
not ſhut the book of an evil conſcience againſt our- 
ſelves: For the book of conſcience will be opened at 
the laſt day: the pleaſure of fin, be of what kind it will, 
cannot compare with the troubles of the conſcience, 
much more to the torments of hell for ever and ever. 


A man that leads a drunken, lewd, vicious, wicked 


life, and keeps his conſcience at hame, may envy a 
beaſt that periſheth without knowledge or thought of 
death or any future ſtate. | 


Be careful to keep your heart, for out of it are the 
iſſues of life. It is ſaid, that the heart is the firſt part 
of a man that lives, and the laſt that dies: So the 


heart is the fountain of life, and of fin. Sin is firſt 


conceived in the heart, then brought forth unto the 
world by ſteps and degrees; ſome are fo vain that they 
delight in the company of fin, and ſo marry to a fin- 
ful courſe of life, and never leave it off till death 
them parts. Although they will not obey God's com- 


mands in their life-time, yet ne command they muſt 


obey at their death: Depart from me, ye curſed.” It 
is better to turn from our ſins in health and proſperity, 
than to be turned by ſome judgment ; but turn us good 
Lord, and ſo we ſhall be turned. The raven kept to 


the ark when there was no other place of ſafety ; but 


D 2 when 
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when the flood abated, the dove forſcok it; ſo it is 
goed to perform in health and proſperity, what we 


| promiſe in ſickneſs and adverſity. If thou promiſe to 
ds good, do it to-day, for yeſterday is gone, and to- 


morrow is none of ours. A man's life is a road, or a 
turn of the wheel of life, that turns ſome off every day; 


through this world, is the way to heaven ; and moſt 
men would take heaven in their way at laſt, but will 
not take up their croſs to the world, and their fleſhly 


luſts here. Be wiſe to that which is good, and harm- 
leſs to that which is evil; or as wiſe as ſerpents, and 
as harmleſs as doves ; then God will be our tower, and 
rock of defence, in time of our trouble and adverſity, 
to fly to for ſafety, Do by men as you would have men 
to do by you, for that is the law and the prophets, and 
the golden rule of equity. Seek no revenge, but 
overcame evil with good ; make peace with God, and 
keep it with all men; charity and chaſtity keep a 
pure ſoul in a pure body. Without Chrift \ we can 
do nothing, our ſufficiency is of God; prudence makes 
us wary in all our actions, fortitude overcomes the 
difficulty of temptations, juſtice gives to all their due, 
as God requires; temperance moderates our appetites 
and deſires ; keep faith, hope, and charity, with the 


2 of Chriſt, that made ſtrange convictions, and 


ned finners to ſaints. A broken and a contrite heart 
18 the ſacrifice the Lord loves. _ 


This is the beſt religion, that gives evidemes of an 


immortal hiſe: A man that is fuled by the Meſſiah's 


2 lives and walks by faith, and hopesatfat. he 


— 
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will be happy hereafter, and does not truſt all, bur 
receives a great deal of ſpiritual comfort that the wicked 
know not of. Faith is ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
and evidence of things not ſeen ; Seneca adviſes to ex- 
amine at night the actions of the day, and if you have 
done evil, be troubled, and if good, rejoice. A variety 
of trifles in this life are daily breaking in upon us, and 
hurrying us away into forgetfulneſs of God and our- 
ſelves ; but how much ſoever we may be careful or en- 
cumbered about this world, there is one thing needful: 
all buſineſs is conſiſtent with the duties of religion, 
provided we govern our affairs by chriſtian principles. 


Let us make to ourſelves friends of the mammon of 


unrighteouſneſs, ſo that when we fail, they may receiye 
us into everlaſting habitations. Thoſe words fignify 
to be charitable, for he that gives to the poor, lends to 
the Lord, and is to receive ſeven-fold, either in this 
world, or the next; and we are to fend up our alms, 
and to do good in this life. One was anſwered, that 
did not fo, « Depart, for I was hungry, and ye gave me no 
meat; and thirſty, and ye gave me no drink.” We ſhould 
pity the Heathens and Mahometans, under their dark - 
neſs and errors ; but how much more deplorable is the 
cafe of thoſe who dwell in Emanual's land, and turn 
the valley of viſion into the land of darkneſs and the 
ſhadow of death ; yet ſill would be counted great wits, 
but their wiſdom is buried with them. The firſt 
miracle Chriſt wrought, was in Canaan of Galilee, 
where he-turned water into wine, ſhewing he will 
ſweeten the difficulties of a married ſtate if we live as 
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we ought; and he will turn the water of forrow into 
the wine of content and joy. But if we let honors, 
riches, and pleaſures have the firſt place in our hearts, 
ſuch chiefly ſeek firſt the kingdom of this world, and 
not- the kingdom of God, as is commanded. Inſtead of 
inviting Chriſt to the marriage, they forbid him, ſo he 
hath reaſon to fear puniſhment. Buying and felling, 
marrying, and giving in marriage, may prove hurt- 
ful, though they are lawful. If we do not perſevere 
according to the Meſſiah's ſtandard, we ought not 
to place our happineſs on any thing in this lower 
world: If I place my happineſs on a wiſe, death may 
take her away; and if I place them on mirth, and the 
pleaſanteſt delights this world can afford, when death 
overtakes us, they will vaniſh like a dream, and leave 
us like Balaam's aſs: And if we place them on riches, 
crowns, or kingdoms, we muſt leave them to our heirs, 
Let us place our happiaeſs in heaven, where ruſt, or 
moths, cannot corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
ſteal. St. Matt. chap. xvi. verſes 16, 17, and 18, 
Peter ſaid, thou art Chriſt ; Chriſt ſaid, fleſh and blood 
has not revealed this to thee; thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock will I build my church. So I believe it was 
the rock of the ſpirit, Chriſt meant. St. Paul ſaid, the 
God of peace fill you with all joy in belieying ; no man 
can fay that Jeſus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt, a 
tupernatural light, or a light which our natural powers 
are incapable of giving us. Heb. chap. viii, verſe 10, 
1 will put my laws in their minds, and write them in 
_ their inward parts; I will be to them a God, and they 
ſhall 


1 


ſhall be to me a people. Pfalm iv. verſe 10, Be ſtill, 
and know that I am God. 1 Cor. chap. ii. verſes 9 and 
10, it is written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him; but God hath revealed them unto us by his 
ſpirit, for the ſpirit ſearcheth all things, yea the deep 
things of God. Some preach the everlaſting goſpel 
unto all, Chriſt nigh all, the light in all, and the 
ſeed ſown in the hearts of all; the kingdom of power 
come, and the kingdom of glory at hand. God 
gives us that peace which paſſes all underſtanding, a 
peace that this world cannot give nor take away. Keep 
cloſe to the ſpirit of Chriſt and the ſcriptures, for I 
think it is not proper to bewilder ourſelves with diſ- 
putes, for the management of a diſpute is not a good 
man's talent: turn not from one profeſſion to another, 
but turn from evil to good. Pride, idleneſs, and evil 
company are the parents of many vices ; anger and envy 
ſeldom make things better, but often much worte :— 
Remember the example of Chriſt, who when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, threatened 
not : whoſe command is, love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that perſecute 
you, and abuſe you; ſo that none ſhould render evil for 
evil to any man, but overcome evil with good. Envy 
deſtroys in man, the love of God, and our neighbours, 
and fills the world with innumerable miſchiefs: It 
brought Cain to kill his brother, and the Jews our 
Saviour; but ſtill, envy and fin are often overtaken in 

this 
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this world ; for pride, Haman built a gallows to hang 
Mordecia on, and was executed thereon himſelf, and 
Mordecia greatly advanced, but ftill fat at the King's 
gate, not proud, as Haman was. God Almighty gave 
Gideon, with zoo men, that lapt like dogs, the vic- 
tory over Median and his hoſt, that lay in the vallies 
like graſshoppers. Through God we ſhall do valiantly, 
it is him that treadeth down our enemies; but without 
him an army cannot change the colour of the ſkies, 
nor make it rain in our neceſſity, nor make it ceaſe from 
raining, nor make the wind to blow, nor ceaſe from 
blowing, nor cannot make a flower of the field to 
grow, nor make the vileſt worm that creeps, and give it 
being. The Mooriſh lady, when ſhe came from Arabia 
to theſe chriſtian countries with her expected huſhand, 
prudently refuſed to be baptized until ſhe was inſtructed 
in the articles of the chriſtian faith. The Turks, 
whom we call Infidels, go to their public devotions 
five times a day; and ſhall they not riſe in judgment 
againſt us Chriſtians, that cannot afford to pray two 
or three times a day ? It is a mercy that heaven is not 
like braſs, and the earth like iron; it is a mercy that 
the ſcripture was preſerved ; it is a mercy that we live, 
move, and have our being; it is a mercy we are not ſick 
of both body and mind. What nation or people is 
there at this day, that God hath beſtowed fo many 
mercies on as England? The Lord hath not only given 
us his goſpel, but alſo peace, and plenty of all things: 
we ought to praife his glorious name, leaſt he be pleaſed 
to unſheath his ſword upon us. Self-intereſt fways too 

| much ; 
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much; and if a door be but open to get riches, how 
we do thruſt and throng! all ſtriving to be before 
each other. It would be well for us if we would ſtrive 
as much to be before each other in praiſing and glorify- 
ing God; but the time will come which good men 
with for, and thoſe may fear who prefer the ſlavery of 
fin before the ſervice of God, and his Chriſt. Our hearts 
ſhould be the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, or houſe of 
prayer ; God forbid that we ſhould make our hearts a 
den of thieves, or temple of a harlot, and a place to 
conceive fin in ; but keep pure and holy, and pray the 
father that he may ſend another comforter, even the 
ſpicit of truth, Dying young is a good death: To be 
taken from our work at noon, and then to receive a 
day's wages ; nay, perhaps to continue late at night, to 
work out the ſalvation with fear and trembling. 


In the ad of Chronicles, chap. xv. verſe 2, it is ſaid, the 
Lord is with you while ye be with him, and if ye ſeek 
him, he will be found of you ; but if ye forſake him, 
he will forſake you. In war, and troubleſome times, 
you can almoſt come into no company, but they are talk. 
ing of your enemies abroad ; but I fear our greateſt 
enemies are at home, in our own corruptions ; ſo in 
my opinion, the beſt remedy in thoſe troubleſome 
times is, for every man and woman to mend one, and 
to begin this reformation with a ſincere heart and good- 
will from this day, and repent, and turn ourſelves from 
all our tranſgreſſions ; ſo that iniquity ſhall not be our 
ruin. If props be taken from an old houſe, it muſt 
fall; fo if equity, and juſtice, and peace, and good 
| E | nature 
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nature be taken from us, we fall : For juſtice is the 
pillar on which States and Kingdoms ſtand ; remove 
that, and the temple of government and good order 
will fall. Is it not ſtrange to ſee ſome men blind like 
Sampſon, and like him, full of revenge, pulling down 
pillars, though they themſelves were ſure to be over- 
whelmed as well as others, in the ruins of the build- 
ings, and loſe their lives by the bargain ? St. Paul tells 
us, that wicked men, through the fears of death, 
are all their life-time ſubject to bondage. Heb. chap. ii. 
verſe 15. For true piety hath the promiſes of this life, 
and that which is to come. Chriſt gives us this holy 
and ſafe advice Seek firſt the kingdom of God and its 
righteouſneſs, and all thoſe things ſhall be added unto 
you, Matt. chap. vi. verſe 33. At the reckoning day, 
he will be the wiſeſt man that has laid out his time in 
good duties, and his treaſure in good works; I alſo 
think contentment to be the trueſt riches, and covetouſ- 
neſs the greateſt poverty: He is not rich that hath 
much, but he that has enough ; and that man is poor 


that covets more, and yet wants a heart to enjoy what 
he has already. 


When we die, our heirs give us nothing of all our 
- fubſtance, but a winding-ſheet, and a coffin : fo there 
is nothing to go along with us but our good deeds, and 
our bad ones, unto the world tocome. So now , my friends, 
if you have an humble regard to the word of the living 
God, I am certain I need ſay no more; and if you have 
not, all my attempts would be fruitleſs ; ſo I hope the 
ſew 5 1 have laid before you, may be a bleſſing 

and 


and ſeaſonable advice to ſet the Lord always before 
your faces, in confideration of the judgment to come, 
and the ſtrictneſs of that judgment: it highly concerns - 
us now to be very ſtrict in our walking with God, that 
we may give up our account with joy. Then my end 
is anſwered, then I hope the bleſſing of God will attend 
you all. 80 I will end with the words of the wiſe 
man, let us hear the concluſion of the whole matter, 
Fear God, and keep his Commandments, this is the 
whole duty of man. For God ſhall bring every work 


Into judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be 


good, or whether it be evil. 
— — ́æͤ.⸗ö 


WHEN people fall into temptation of any great ſin, mn. ſhould always 
take this along with them How can I do this great wi and 


s 


_ againſt my God? as Joſeph ſaid to his miſtreſs. 


ALSO, what is it that God requires of thee, but to do juftice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly before God ? 


RELIGION, in my opinion, is properly that awful reverence and 
pure worſhip that is due to the Supreme Author of all Beings called 
God, that made man a little lower than the angels, before man fell. 


Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty mas glory in 
his might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches : and this is the very admonition 
of God himſelf ; that wwe ſhould not in the leaſ place our hope and confidence upon 
the beſt of worldly things, but only upon God Almighty, is alone able to ſave 


and defend us. Jeremiah, chap. ix. verſe 28. 


And who is he that will harm ye, if ye be followers of that which is good ? 
1 Peter, chap. ii. verſe 18, 


A PRAYER IN THE TIME OF WAR: | 
BUT above all, let us give glory toGod, whoſe divine providence is our greateſt 
ſafety and ſecurity. Oh ! let as bleſs and magnify his holy n- 4 he by 
2 holy life and converſation, befeeching him to give us grace to make ſuch a re- 
ligions improvement of all his mercies, that he may ſtill delight to do us good, and 
cauſe our enemies to fly before us, till at length, he ſhall bleſs us with a laſting 
and honorable and happy peace; and let all true Britons ſay, Amen. Amen. 


Poſtſcript, 


®. - 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HE concluſion of the whole is, that God has bleſſed this country 
" beyond all others: We have the beſt religion, the beſt form of 
government, and the moſt plentiful land, of any people upon earth; but 
we have made ſuch bad uſe of theſe bleſſings, that we are in great dan- 
ger of loſing them: we neglect God, his ſervice, and his day. We call 
ourſelves chriſtians, but we hardly know what the word means. Few 
_ Eonfider, that every man, who ſays he is a chriſtian, ſays as follows: 
I am the foldier and ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, I have renounced all fin and 
wickedneſs, and all the yanities of this world; I have owned that I am 
a inner, and that 1 can- only be faved by the merits and ſufferings of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and in order to receive the benefits of theſe, I muſt repent 
of my fins, I muſt believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and I muft do what he has 
commanded. His commands are contained in the goſpel, I muſt there- 
= fore read them, in order to learn my duty, and when I have learned it 
8 8 8 maſt do it faithfully and diligently : Ok! my countrymen, If we 
would do this, we ſhould be ſafe, and happy, and proſperous ; God would 
= make an hedge about us, and about all we have, and defend us from all 
— our enemies. Look down, O God of all mercy, on this land: open Gur 
— eyes, that we may ſee thy judgments hanging over our heads, and ready 
1 "20 fall upon us; give us a juſt ſenſe of our guilt, and grace to amend 
== dees, and let our timely repentance make us fit objects of thy 
eren. and prevent the deſtruction of our nation. God bleſs his Ma- 
e Queen, and all the Royal Family, with long life 
ve true wiſdom to all thoſe who have any ſhare in 
ay our country, that they may ſee and know, that 
eder our own ; arth, nor our own devices, can ſave us; and may learn to 
—— nee. O God of Hoſts, for thine almighty aid, that we may 
te bumblc and peaceable, ſober and diligent, juſt and merciful, pious 
thee- our God, loyal to our King, obedient to Gur governors, 
our ſuperiors, and kind and affectionate to all men. That 
: eecded by the Almighty power, we may paſs our time here ig 
* enſort, and be made partakers hereafter of eternal happineſs, 
= 8 ics and interce fon of our bleſſed Lord and Savious 


— — 1 
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